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The terrible Calamities that are occaſioned by War, 
and the Bleſſedneſs of a People that live under 
the Protection of God, 
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The Lord is king, the earth may be glad here; 


yea the multitude eo the bc, 3 be glad 
thereof. A 


E 2 * 
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* 206 Onfiderations on uh miſchiefs of a a 
os N precipitant. will, and the miſeries 
i a occaſioned by ungovernable appe- 
tites, muſt greatly perplex our 
minds, and cauſe the moſt alarms 
Ing apprehenſions, was not Providence to in- 
tervene, and in the midſt of our diſtractions 
often change our gloomy ideas, by turning our 
bittereſt evils into good, and making them the 
. occaſion of joy, and the means of illuſtrating 
God's glory. 
And though the divine proceedings are fre- 
_ quently imperceptible, and beyond the ken of us 
ignorant ſhort- ſighted mortals, yet this we may 
ſafely conclude, and peremptorily aſſert, that 
the all- perfect Being cannot err, but always acts 
agreeably to the eternal rules of juſtice, and to 
the unchangeable laws of truth and righteouſ- 
A 2 neſs. 


141 
neſe. For juſtice is an eſſential attribute of the 
Deity, and God is no reſpecter of perſons; 
his favours are not confined to any, nor his 
bleſſings partially diſtributed; but in every na- 
tion he that feareth God, and worketh righ- 
teouſneſs, is accepted with him. God deals 
with men as moral agents, as creatures capable 
of diſcerning their duty, and at liberty faith- 
fully to diſcharge it. Though providential 
occurrences be ever ſo perplexing, or divine 
judgments ever ſo ſurpriſing ; notwithſtanding 
thele external diſcouragements, and the hor- 
ror they create in the mind, we may with 
the greateſt confidence affirm, that good 
men are ſafe in the hands of God, and. that 
no earthly power can endanger their ſafety, 
while they are under God's protection. Should 
ve be plunged. into fuch diſtreſſes, as appear 
to human eye infurmountable, and beyond 
the poſſibility of a removal, the fupreme Being 
can caſtiy diſſipate our fears, can inſtantly re- 
move thoſe ſcenes of horror, and immediately 
work out our deliverance, though man, with 
all his {kill and ſagacity, cannot, 

Whatever commotions are. raiſed in the 
earth, or deſolations envious minds may threaten 
us with, they cannot exceed the divine per- 
miſſion, or refiſt the penetrating operations of 
Omnipotence ; becauſe, be that ftilketh the 
raging of the ſea, and ſaid to the proud waves, 


hitherto ſhall ye go, and no jurther, has alſo 
fet boungs 10 the wickedneſs of men, over which 
they cannot paſs, Were we firmly perſuaded 

of 


— 


1 


of theſe divine limitations, and that God gos | 
verns the world in righteouſneſs, that we are 
really the objects of his care, inftead of pre- 


ſuming to ſcrutinize the divine conduct, or to 
ſolve the diſpenſations of Providence, it much 
better becomes ſuch bold inquirers, patiently 
- to acquieſce in the divine arbitration, and in- 
flexibly to depend upon him, whoſe love is 
unchangeable, and whoſe power is all- ſuffi- 
cient, | 7 
Nothing more betrays the preſumption 
of finite creatures, than cenſuring the me- 
thods of an infinitely wiſe Creator, becauſe 
they are unacquainted with his counſels, and 
unable to account for thoſe ſeeming irregulari- 
ties, which appear in the immenſe ſyſtem of 
Providence ; for there is great reaſon to be- 
lieve, that thoſe diſorders may be examples of 
exquiſite harmony, and the moſt beautiful 
contrivances, ſince we are aſſured there will 
come a day, when the wiſdom of God will 
be exactly diſplayed, and be as confpicuous in 
his moral government, as it is evident in the 
natural world. | 
So that what does now appear matter of ob- 
jection, may then be matter of the higheſt 
admiration ; therefore we ought to ſuſpend our 
judgments, and not to pry into things above the 
reach of our capacity, but learn to diſcard 
every diſhonourablz thought of God, and to 
maintain the profoundeſt reverence, for his in- 
comprehenſible Majeſty. By thus employing 
our faculties, and humbly een, the 
VINE 


26 7] 
divine nature and attributes, we ſhall fo dif. 
cover our own ignorance and the unmeaſure- 
ableneſs of God's glorious perfections, as will 
conſtrain us to uſe the apoſtle's language, and 
to cry out in his rapturous expreſſions, O the 
depth of the wiſdom, and knowledge of God, bow 
unſearchable are his judgments, and his ways paſt 
finding out. 


Let us then not criticiſe on the works of 


God, or hearken to the prejudices of our vain 


imaginations, but | implicitly ſubmit to that 
plan of government, which infinite goodneſs - 


| ſuggeſted, and infinite wiſdom and power 


formed and executed. Becauſe, this amiable 
Being, who is univerſally acknowledged infi- 
nitely juſt, is ſaid to have the tendereſt bowels 
of compaſſion, and to be ſo concerned for the 
welfare of mankind, that he really defigns 
their perfection and happineſs, and has made all 
things ſubſervient thereto, Were divine truths 
candidly conſidered, however intricate things 
may appear at preſent, we ſhould have no 
reaſon to doubt, but that God, upon folding 


up the whole ſcheme, will aſſuredly bring this 


gloomy and perplexing ſcene to a beautiful and 
uniform period, and though clouds and darkneſs 
are round about God's throne, yet we have 
this ſolid ground of conſolation, that righfecuſ- 
neſs and judgment are the hatutation of bis ſeat *. 
| | Would 


- * Some of the Hebrews conceive, Maſes was the author of 
this, as well as the reſt of thoſe Pſalms, which want an inſcrip- 


tion, and indeed he excelled in this faculty, of compoſing 


hymns, 


I) 
75 
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Would we then be freed from our fears, 

and the terrible ſurmiſes occaſioned by malevo- 
lent ' gratifications, we muſt mortify all illegal 
inclinations, and ſhake off the galling chains 
of iniquity, that being delivered from the pain- 


ful fetters of fin, we may chearfully exerciſe ' 


our duty, and conſcientiouſly diſcharge the ſe- 
veral branches thereof. Thus aſſiduouſly em- 


ployed, and devoutly engaged, we need not 


queſtion the protection of him, who reigns over 


all the kingdoms of the earth, and diſpoſes 


of thrones and dominions at his pleaſure. 80 
that while God ſets at the helm, and keeps 
the reins of government in his hands, we ma 

be abſolutely ſure of his defehce, and that 


no weapon, formed, againſt his choſen, ſhall 


proſper. kgs > Hain 
Since God is our only ſupport, and his Pro- 
vidence our principal fafety, we ſhould behave 
towards him with ſuitable reverence, and em- 
ploy our beſt faculties. to ſecure his favour, 
that we may never forfeit the divine protec» 
tion, nor fall under the divine reſentment. 
When Omnipotency is engaged in our behalf, 
let the devices of the craſty be ever fo deep, 


or their defigns the molt artfully laid, ſuch as 


conform 


Hymns, as we learn from Exod. xv. Deus. xxxiii. and might on 


ſome other occaſions, as well as the overthrow of Pharaoh in 


the red-ſea, make a ſong of triumph, after ſome of thoſe great 
victories which God gave them over their enemies, which was 
in uſe before his time, as it appears by the fragments of an- 


tient ſongs, recorded in this book. See the argument to the 97th 
Eſalm, by Bp. Patrick, Sp e 
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= 
conform to the rules of divine government, 
have no reaſon to dread their ſubtle contri- 
vances, nor be diſmayed about their evil ima- 
ginations. For be that is infinite in wiſdom, 


and irreſiſtible in power, is not unacquainted 


with the cloſeſt combinations, but underſtands 
the darkeſt ſchemes of iniquity, and can in- 
ſtantly apply ſuch methods, as will defeat the 
moſt pernicious deſigns, and bring to 1 
the moſt horrid inventions. 

The conſtant ſenſe of which, and an un» 
ſhaken belief in the divine ſuperintendency, 
will wonderfully ſupport our fainting ſpirits; 
and univerſally revive the deſponding hearts of 


men, when deeply affected with the mourn- 


ful ſcenes of life, and overwhelmed with its 
dreadful calamities. So that not only we, who 
are ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom, and blefled 
with the glorious goſpel of God, have abundant 
cauſe to reoice that the Lord is king, and that 
this almighty Architect, ſormed the world, and 
can ſupport this ſtately fabric, independently of 
his creatures, and without their aſſiſtance ; but 


cven thoſe that live at the greateſt difiance, 


and in the remoteſt iſlands, are vaſtly indebted 
to this divine Ruler, and under various and 

innumerable obligations to be thankful. _ 
Whatever extraordinary bleſſings ſome na- 
tions poſſeſs, others that are not ſo highly 
favoured, have no juſt cauſe for complaint, or 
to accuſe the divine Dittributer of partiality. 
Becauſe, God is not a debtor to any, nor is his 
liberality matter of ſtrict Jaftice ; but his fa- 
— 


* 9 ] 

vours proceed from mere goodneſs, and are 
the effects of ſtupendous love; therefore all 
mankind, indiſcriminately are obliged to wor- 
ſhip God, and with united voices to declare 
his goodneſs, and with reverence * to proclaim 
the praiſes of him; who maketh bis ſun to riſe on 
the evil and the good. and ſendeth rain on the uſt 
and on the unjuſt. 

This will more evidently appear, if we 
make a few general obſervations, and conſider 
the eminent dangers that ſurround us, and the 
miſeries continually attending us, and the im- 
poſſibility of eſcaping thoſe evils, without the 
divine interpoſition, and the immediate help of 
Omnipotence. I ſay, frequently ruminating 
on theſe things, and how inſenſibly ſinful crea- 
tures are betrayed, by the warm ſolicitations of 
eager appetites, and the vigorous allurements 
of a treacherous world, ſhould make us hear- 
tily to triumph, that there is an intelligent Be- 
ing, who preſides over all the powers of na- 
ture, and does whatever be pleaſes in the armies 
of heaven, as well as among the inhabitants 0 
| the earth, and that none can ſlay his hand, or 
ſay unto him, what doeſt thou, Were it not for 
God our ſtate would be extremely miſerable, 
and we ſhould be unable to ſtand our ground, 


Nothing is more true than what St. Huſtin ſomewhere quotes 
from Varro, that they who are religious revere, and the ſuper- 
ſtitious . fear God, Since the Saint ſeems not to regard the 
ſcriptures, by certain doctrines which he has advanced, it would 
have been well, if he had thoroughly conſidered theſe doctrines, 
and learned from an Heathen to correct his own theology. 


B | or 


110 } 


or to make a ſaſe voyage through this tem- 


peſtuous world; but we ſhould be always ob- 
noxious to dangers, and liable to be luſt in 
deep Waters. | 

When * men are violently ambitious, and 


vehemently thirſt after earthly glory, they 


omit no opportunity to gratify their pride, nor 
object to the moſt deteſtable meaſures, pro- 
vided they can accompliſh their haughty views, 
and the end of their aſpiring purſuits. But if 
fuch men are ſharply repulſed, and ſee no poſ- 
fibility of humouring their vanity, their ambi- 
tion is often turned into fury, and carried to 


ſuch an unſufferable height, that nothing can 


afiwage their wrath, or mitigate their malicious 
reſentment. When men are thus poiſoned 
with ambitious revenge, ard their tempers 
fowered with repeated oppoſition, their minds 


are ſo enraged at thoſe contradictions, that they 
inſtantly meditate the ruin of their oppo- 


fers, and leave no methods untried to work 
their deſtruction, 


Nor is this implacable ſpirit confined to the 
vulgar, nor does it meet with a reception only 
in the cottage, but this reſtleſs diſpoſition fre- 
quently aſcends the throne, and operates fo 
powertully in the breaſts of princes, that un- 

| er 


* The mother of Nero was an eminent example of ambition, 
for being informed her fon would come to be emperor, and that it 
would occaſion her death, ſhe ambitiouſly replied, provided he 
does but reign, let him kill me, So powerful was the ſpirit of 
ambition in this woman, that the preferred her ſon's being em- 
peror, before the preſervation of her own life, 
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der colour of maintaining their ſuppoſed rights, 
or recovering what they imagine others wrongs 
fully poſſeſs, they violate the moſt ſolemn trea- 
ties, and engage in the moſt deſperate under- 
takings, Quartels of this nature, when obſti- 
nately purſued, render the peactable voice of 
reaſon ineffectual, or of little Ggnification to- 
wards acconimodating the differences, until 
men have given vent to their fury, by dipping 
their ſwords in blood, and ſheathing them id 
the bowels of each other. 

From * this ſource proceeds the calamities 
of war, thoſe terrible ſcenes of deſolation, and 
all thoſe direful trains of miſery, naturally re- 
ſult from this bitter ſpring, the fatal influences 
of furious luſts, and the violent ſuggeſtions of 
revengeful paſſions, therefore, diſputes of this 
horrid nature, ſhould be carefully avoided, and 
the firſt motions of anger intirely ſuppreſſed. 
War + conſidered in itſelf, is the deſtruction 
RO. B 2 of 


Although I never was at the ſacking of a city, or the 
taking of a town by ſtorm ; I have heard of Cromne/'s taking 
Drogheda in Ireland, and murdering men, women, and children. 
J have likewiſe read of Count Tilh's ſacking the city of Mag- 
deburgh, and cutting the throats of 22,000, The miſeries of 
which, are impoſſible to be deſcribed, or thought upon, by a 
perſon of humanity, without horror and the utmoſt deteſtation. 

+ Ninus is ſaid to be the firſt, who afflicted his friends and 
neighbours with the calamities of war, that ſo, without any re- 
gard to truth, or duty, he might enlarge his dominion; by all 
manner of violence. St. Auſtin obſerves, that Julius Ceſar 
threw off the natural love of his country ; and gave way to 
oppreſſion, to ſatisfy his ambitious luſt of empire. Maximinus 
the Thracian, moſt ungratefully murdered the emperor Alex- 
anaer, in a very baſe and treacherous manner, that he might 


ſucceed 


[ 12 ] 
of ſociety, of creatures, formed after the di- 


vine image, and for whom God has ſo high a 
value, that for the ſecurity of their lives, and 


to deter them from murdering each other, he 


made it a ſtanding law, that whoſo ſheddeth 
man's blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed. But 
inſtead of oblerving this equitable, and un- 
changeable law, or reverencing the authority 
of the ſupreme Lawgivcr, men openly defy 
the threatnings of infinite Majeſty, and are ſo 


ſtroying their own ſpecics by multitudes, that 
they ſeem entirely diveſted of humanity, and 
wholly to delight in executing ſuch deſigns, as 
will moſt diſtreſs their fellow- creatures, and in- 
volve them in the utmoſt extremity. 


Theſe tragical preparations, and their fright - 


ful conſequences, tender minds cannot con- 
template without exquiſite horror, and the 
higheſt 


* 


ſucceed to his empire: not all the great ſavours, and extraor- 
dinary benefits, he had received from that monarch, could 
hinder him, when in purſuit of the golden prize, from plung- 


ing lo deep into perfidiouſneſs and cruelty. 


TeJe;bus informs us, that when Nero was emperor of Rome, 
he ſent an army againſt the Fews, under the command of Yeſ- 
faſian, and Titus his ſon, which cauſed the moſt dreadful 
laughter and deſolation. For an innumerable company of 


Few:s, in the courſe of this war, were either ſlain, or killed 


th-mſelves, or periſhed through famine, or other miſeries. 
Above twenty thouſand Je, were killed in one day at Ce/area, 
which ſoon made the whole body of them deſperate, and to do 
all the miſchicf they could, whereſoever they came, by burn- 
ings and ſlaughters : and wherever they found reſiſtance, and 
making ſlaves of the reſt, till the country was covered with 
fire and blood, and nothing left them to truſt to, but ſome 
fortified towns, which by degrees, were all ſubdued, with the' 
moſt diſmal ſlaughter that ever were. 


buſied in contriving engines of death, for de- 
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higheſt degree of amazement. Men, fired 
with hopes of extending their dominions, and 
acquiring the enchanting honours of a king- 
dom, attempt whatever is right in their own 
eyes, and are fo elevated with the dazzling 
glories of conqueſt, that the orphan's tears will 
not reſtrain their impetuous deſires ; nor meet- 
ing the King of terrors make them afraid-: 
but, regardleſs of any dangers, and inexorable 
to the melting entreaties of tne widow, they 
preſumptuouſly hazard their lives, and purſue 
their deſtructive ſchemes with vigor. Men, 
by being accuſtomed to inhuman enterprizes, 
and by unnaturally ſporting themſelves with 
blood, become ſo hardened in their unrelent- 
ing barbarities, that no importunities will ſof- 
ten their obdurate hearts, nor the divine me- 
naces bring them to repentance, or relax their 
diabolical determinations. While their heads 
are full of ſuch ſtratagems, and their evil 
hearts corrupted with rancour, they ſeldom ob- 
ſerve the immutable laws of equity, or liſten 
to the ſecret reprovings of conſcience, but 
paſſion is their principal inſtructor, and what- 
ſoever power they can graſp, inſtead of em- 
ploying it, in reſcuing the oppreſſed, is em- 
ployed in making them more miſerable, by 
hindering others from redreſſing their griev= 
ances. 3 | 
In order to proſecute their fatal deſigns, to 
exerciſe their brutality unmoleſted, and con- 
ſummate their barbarity with triumph, ma- 
giſtrates are violently deprived of their au- 
__  tho= 
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[ 14 } 
thority, and mankind the advantages of ci- 
vil government ; the properties of innocent 


people are unlawfully ſeized, and men know 


not what to call their own, nor to whom they 
may complain; or where to meet with ſuita- 
ble redreſs, The bountiful gifts of heaven are 
egtegiouſly abuſed, and the fruits of the earth 
revengefully ſpoiled, and though theſe bleſſings. 
were liberally intended for men, and the com- 


fortable nouriſhment of their lives, yet, their 


intention is not much heeded, and the kind- 


neſs of heaven contemptuouſly overlooked ; 


but every opportunity is watched to render thoſe 
bleſſings uſeleſs, and forcibly hinder each other 
from enjoying the divine liberality. 

Provinces of vaſt extent ate almoſt totally 
de populated, and families in the utmoſt con- 
fternation flying for refuge, that they may eſ- 
cape thoſe execrable outrages, as knowing that 


_ whatſoever they poſſeſs over night, they may 


be plundered of in the morning ; and expoſed 
to the fury of beaſts, or to men more ſavage 
than beaſts. And what is ſtill more dreadful, 
as if the land was not ample enough for ſlaugh- 
ter, or ſufficient to exerciſe the various ſcenes 
of cruelty, the men, thus dextrous in the diſ- 


mal art of killing, and what is called the lau- 


dable excellency of war, have brought the 
molt diſtant elements in the world, to confpire 
together, and interchangeably aſſiſt in the de- 
ſtruction of mankind, They have contrived 
to burn each other in the water, and to drown 
their enemies in liquid fire ; to turn their veſ- 

| {els 


1 
ſels into floating batteries, and to make the 
ocean itſelf a field of blood. 

And probably that is the leaſt conſidered, 
which ſhould be moſt thought of; and which 
carries with it inconceivably more horror, 
namely, that when potent kingdoms are em- 
broiled in war, and different nations obſtinately 
contend for victory, the immediate ruin to 
which the contending parties are expoſed, is 
but very little heeded ; if at all dreaded, by 
any of thoſe powers, thus formidably engaged. 

Malevolent beings are ſo intent upon miſchief, 
that the one thing needful is entirely neglected, 
and creatures endowed with the noble powers 
of reaſon, inſtead of employing them in praiſ- 
ing their Ceator, and magnifying the amazing 
works of Providence, employ thoſe powers-in 
breathing revenge, and in perpetrating the 
blackeſt ſcenes of horror. | 

This is a melancholy ſubject for contempla · 
tion, and a deplorable fight, to the calm inha- 
bitants above, to behold the degeneracy of the 
intellectual world, the divine offspring of hea- 
ven, who were originally endowed with bowels 
of compaſſion, and inveſted with the generous 
principles of love, fo changed in their natures, 
that from heaven-born creatures, they are now 
transformed into ſons of earth, and tearing one 
another in pieces; for what ſome poſſeſs, and 
others molt greedily covet. | 

Nothing more degrades the dignity of hu- 
man nature, or more demonſtrates the wretched 
degeneracy of mankind, than for reaſonable 


beings 


1 
beings to abandon their Maker, and to live in 
actual rebellion againſt him, in the very fun- 
damental part of his government, by obſti- 
nately violating thoſe laws, that naturally in- 
cline men to love God, and their neighbour, as 
God hath loved them. But perverſe minds, 
by diſregarding this divine principle, and wil- 
fully oppoſing the unexceptionable rules there- 
of, ſubje& themſelves to the reſentment of an 
avenging Deity, and do ſo provoke their al- 
mighty Sovereign, that from being the inſtru- 
ments of his glory, he makes them the execu- 

tioners of his wrath, and direful vengeance 
upon one another, 

While men are thus quarrelling about their 
earthly poſſeſhons, and making God's bounty 
to them the occaſion of violence, the prince 
of the power of the air, the uſurping god of 
this world, works ſo powerfully in the chil- 
dren of diſobedience, by ſubtilly inſinuating 
himſelf into their affections, and amuſing 
them with the grand objects of ambition, that 
at length they become willing ſlaves, and per- 
petual drudges, to the follies of corrupt nature, 
By ſuch baſe artifices, the deceiver fo captivates 
unwary mortals, that they inſenſibly ſacrifice 
themſelyes to his deluſions, and fall by his en- 
ſnaring devices, into the irrecoverable gulph of 
miſeries; ſo that while men are thus fatally 
influenced, and expoſed to the ſwift arrows of 
deſtruction, ſouls are ſnatched from the groſs 
allurements of time, and plunged into the un- 
fathomable ocean of eternity, without reflec- 
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ting upon the ſhocking change of ſuch, as are 
unprepared for the ſudden ſtroke of death ; or 
anſwering at the tremendous bar of divine 
juſtice. 

Theſe conſiderations on the fearſul havock 
of war, and horrid ſcenes of miſery intro- 
. duced into the world, by the rapacious powers 
of ambition, and by mens affecting ſovereignty 
over each other; were there no cther evils, 
theſe alone, are ſufficient to afflict our ſouls, and 
fill our minds with the perplexing images of 
grief, But if we conſider the diſquietudes, 
that reſult from unforeſeen misfortunes, from 
the ſlanderous reports of venemous tongues, 
and from the unavoidable infirmities of our 
natures, they will prove ſo many additional 
ſources of woe, that notwithſtanding our 
firmeſt reſolutions, we ſhall be apt to fink un- 
der thoſe diſaſters, and the fears which they 
occaſion in our minds, will darken the brighteſt 
ideas, and mingle bitterneſs with all our en- 
Joyments. 

Divine goodneſs is our only ſupport, and 
the principal ſtay of the whole creation, from 
thence we derive all our ſecurity, and the ſolid 
hopes of a bleſſed, and glorious immortality : 
was it not conſidered in this light, the cala- 
mities, I ſay, reſulting from war, and thoſe 
our preſent being ſubject us to, would be 
grievous beyond imagination, and ſo affect our 
minds with the overwhelming agonies of ſor- 
Tow, as would render them incapable of ſober 

reflection, or of maintaining any tolerable de- 
| C gree 


1 
gree of comfort. For brutes do not act more 
cruelly, or ſo beneath their original character, 
as mank ind does over all the earth; nor are 
pain, and vexation ſo ſenſibly felt, by any tribes 
among the brute creation, as among the chil- 

-dren of men. 

Was this earthly globe to be ſtrictly ſur- 
veyed, by ſome ſpirit of a ſuperior order, it 
would be found ſuch a theatre of madneſs, 
fuch an unaccountable maze of folly, as would 
move his refined, and tender nature, to a very 
painful degree, were it not allayed by a clear 
fight, of that wiſe and good Providence, which 
ſtrongly works in the midſt of all, and will, 
in the end, bring good out of evil, order out 
of confuſion, and clearly vindicate the ways 
of God to men. And therefore, in all our tri- 
bulations, would we, inftead of encreafing 
our miſery, by labouring to feed our vanity, 
or to unfold the ſecret operations of Provi- 
dence, humbly ſubmit ourſelves to almighty 
God, and look with ſingleneſs of heart to 
him, the watchful guardian of the univerſe, 
he would ſoon mitigate our ſufferings, and 
give us brigther views of his judgments. | 

In thus ſubmitting to our adorable Creator, 

we ſhould aft more like dependent beings, 
and better ſupport the dignity of moral agents, 


than in diſputing about the depths of infinite 
_ wiſdom, or enquiring, with the inquiſitive 

eye of preſumption, into divine miſteries, 
which in this dark vale of miſery, and ſhadow 
of ignorance and death, will be incompre- 


henſible, 
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henſible, will infinitely exceed the bounds of 
human underſtanding, and the utmoſt reach 
of man's penetration. 

Were theſe conſiderations revolved in our 

minds, and impregnated with a celeſtial 
warmth in our hearts, we ſhould be fo influ- 
enced by omnipotent power, and by an expe- 
rimental ſenſe of divine goodneſs, as would 
cauſe us wholly to confide in him, who has 
often ſuccoured us in the day of trial, and 
made his powerful arm bare in our defence, 
So that however dejected our fouls may be, 
or however wearied with ſeeking for a quiet 
retreat, after all our reſearches, and fruitleſs - 
euquiries, this is our unſpeakable ſatisfaction, 
and a ſufficient reaſon for us to rejoice ; that 
we have a ſanctuary of reſt in God, and an 
aſylum of abſolute ſafety in him, from all thoſe 
ſtorms that ſurround us, and render our paſ- 
ſage dangerous, through this boiſterous, and 
tempeſtuous ſea. * 

Whatever terrors may proceed from human 
frailty, or violent agitations we may be thrown 
into, by the ſurpriſing commotions of a pe- 

riſhable world, or ſudden changes of this un- 
certain life, in the midſt of the greateſt revo- 
lutions, and through all theſe innumerable vi- 
ciſſitudes; God is unchangeably the ſame; the 
fame God, yeſterday, lo-day, and for ever. Let 
the fury of men be ever ſo great, or their aſ- 
ſaults the moſt deſperate, it is as impoſſible for 
the feeble power of man, to revoke the mighty 
power of God, as it is to change the courſe of 
| C 2 the 
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the ſtars, or to o obſtruct the meridian bare 
of the ſun. 

When the inſpired writers deſcribe 4. 
vine Majeſty, and that ſovereignty God ex- 
erciſeth in heaven, and in earth, they {pzak of 
it in fuch lofty language, as peremptorily de- 
clares all created powers are vain, and that the 
ſtrongeſt efforts of men and angels, when put 
in competition againſt the Almighty, are as in- 
capable of reſiſting his authority, as thoſe of 
the meaneſt, and moſt contemptible inſet, Al 
nations, ſays the prophet, are as the drop of 
the bucket, and counted as the ſmall duſt of the 
ballance. Behold, God taketh up the iſles as a 
very little thing, It is he that fitteth upon the 
circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof 

are as graſhoppers ; that ſtretcheth out the bea- 
vens like a curtain, and ſpreadeth them out like 
a tent to dwell in. Lift then up your eyes on 
h1gh, who bath created thoſe things, that bringeth 
out their hoſt by number, he calleth them all by 
their names, = the greatneſs of his might, for 
that he is ſlirong in power, not one faileth. Haſt 
thou not known, that the everla//ing God, the 
Creator of the ends o f the earth, fainteth not, 
neither is weary ? There is no ſearching of bis 
underſtanding, and bis ways are paſt finding out, 
How pompoully do the ſacred pages declare 
God's power, with what raviſhing charms they 

diſplay his glory! Were theſe divine records 
attentively conſidered, and had we, in our in- 
ward ſharpeſt engagements, or bittereſt con- 
flict with outward evils, but an eye to God's 
glorious 
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glorious perfections, we need not be under 
any terrifying apprehenſions, nor dread the 
moſt intimidating powers of nature, for being 
favoured with God's protection, and ſecure of 
his ſpecial preſence, our fouls may reſt undiſ- 
turbed, and maintain a rational confidence in 
his mercy, who has promiſed never to leave 
us, but will guide us with ſafety through theſe 
tumultuous regions, and bring us to an unalter- 
able ſlate, a ſtate of perfect glory and bleſſed- 
neſs. / 

Since God does graciouſly vouchſafe us his 
protection, it muſt argue a degree of madneſs, 
beyond imagination, for us to deſert ſo generous 
a Guardian, and truſt to the ſtrength of mu- 
table objects, when we might have been ſhel- 
tered by Omnipotence, and defended by that 
divine power, which is more ſecure than the 
ſtrongeſt bulwarks, and more impregnable than 
the hardeſt rocks. Well might the Pſalmiſt 
expreſs himſelf thus, upon conſideration of 
the divine greatneſs, and man's preſervation 
under the divine protection. The Lord is my 
fortreſs, and my rock, and my deliverer, in 
whom I will truſt, my buckler, and the horn alſo 
of my ſalvation. God, ſays he, is my refuge 
and ſtrength, a preſent belþ in trouble, and 
therefore I will not fear, though the earth be 
moved, and though the bills be carried into the 
midſt of the ſea ; though the waters thereof rage 
and ſwell, and though the mountains ſhake at 
the tempeſt of the ſame. The Lord of hoſts ts 
will us, the God of Jacob is our refuge, A 
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firm reliance on God's powerful providence, 
and a ſtedfaſt faith in God's divine promiſes, 

will brighten every gloomy proſpect, turn our 
deepeſt melancholy into joy, and our bittereſt 
contemplations into the ſweeteſt reflections “. 


The uſe we ſhould make of what has been 
delivered, is, that as we are here aſſembled to 
rejoice, for the conqueſts gained by his Ma- 
jeſty's troops, and thoſe of his allies, in the pre- 
ſent war, by defeating the ſiniſter projects of our 
enemies, and enabling Britain to maintain her 
juſt pretenſions, in oppoſition to the encroach- 
ing power of France, and the deſigning views 
of that perfidious court. So likewiſe our ſuc- 
ceſſes ſhould be motives to obedience, to kin- 


dle the celeſtial flames of internal devotion, 
and 


* Theſe general obſervations on war, and their malignant 
conſequences, were not intended to diſcourage us from de- 
fending our country, or oppoſing the unjuſtifiable encroach- 
ments of our enemies, or obeying the lawful commands of our 
Prince, but they were deſigned to abate the fury of men, and 
to prevent theic engaging in warlike diſputes, without the ut- 
molt neceſſity, and upon the moſt urgent occaſion. For, as 
one juſtly obſerves, force is the laft remedy, and ſhould never 
þe made uſe of, until every other method had been tried, and 
rendered intirely ineffectual. If the agreſſor will hearken to 
calm reaſon, and ſubmit to ſuch terms as are agreeable to it, 
there ought to be an end of the controverſy ; but if he will 
be obſtinate, and refuſe to do this, then indeed the war is juſt 
and allowable ; becauſe it becomes neceſſary, and the only 
poſſible method left, for rdrefling ſuch grievances, and pre. 
\:rving our own rights, See more to the ſame purpoſe, in the 
celebrated Charron, in his excellent treatiſe of wiſdom, as tranſ- 
lated by Dr. Stanhope, the late Dean of Canterbury. Vol, iii. 


Reuß. 111. p. 1120. 


1 23 ] 

and to extol the care of divine Omnipotence, 
for the exertion of his power and wiſdom, in 
obſtructing the malicious ſchemes of our ene- 
mies. Becauſe proſperity is not always the 
effect of induſtry, nor the nobleſt atchieve- 
ments, acquired merely by ſagacity, but man's 
happineſs depends upon the bleſſing of God, 
and upon the divine concurrence, which 1s no 
otherwiſe to be procured, but by exerciſing 
the amiable precepts of virtue, and the ſublime 
duties of practical religion. 

But ſhould we bid defiance to him, who di- 
rects the fate of nations, or refuſe God's bleſ- 
ſing upon thoſe reaſonable terms, inſtead of 
* Mie us with his almighty power, he may 
finally deprive us of his mercies, may leave us 
to the fury of blind paſſions, and chaſtiſe us 
for our incorrigibleneſs, with the abandoned 
workers of iniquity. For the ſpirit of God 
came upon Azariah, and he ſaid, tbe Lord is 
with you, while ye be with him, Jo” if ye ſeek 
him, he will be found of you ; but af ye Jorlaks 
him, he alſo will forſake you. While we are 
ſhouting with the voice of praife, and com- 
memorating the greatneſs of our ſucceſſes, we 
ſhould not forget the kindneſs of Providence, 
and its powerful interpoſition in the day of bat- 
tle, but we ſhould with grateful hearts, de- 

voutly confeſs, and humbly acknowledge, that 
ve got not the land in poſſeſſion by our own ſword, 
neither was it our own arm that ſaved us, but if 
was God's right-hand, and his holy arm, that hath 
gotten himſelf the victory. 
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- Whoever is converſant in holy writ, that 
ſacred repoſitory of divine truths, knows that 
victories are conſtantly attributed to God, and 
that many Plalms were compoſed on ſuch aw- 
ful occaſions, and intended to advance in men 
a venerable regard for God, and a divine ele- 
vation of ſoul, In God's name the 1jraclites 
fet up their banners, and ſolemnly en 
his ſovereign authority. To his arm they aſ- 
cribed the glory, and attributed all their ſuc- 
ceſſes. Therefore, let not the wiſe man glory 
in bis wiſdom, neither let the mighty man glory 
in bis might, let not the rich man glory in his 
riches, but let him that glorieth, glory in this, 
that he underſlandeth and knoweth me, that J 


am the Lord, that exerciſe loving kindneſs, and 


judgment, and righteouſneſs in the earth, for in 
theſe things I deligbt, ſaith the Lord. 

This is our rule in private life, and with 
reſpect to public affairs, here we ſhould reſt our 


hopes, and make God the principal object of 


all our deſires and endeavours. 

For notwithſtanding the ſtrongeſt natural 
ſecurity, or whatever mighty effects ſecond 
cauſes may produce, unleſs the Lord keep the 
city, and we fight under the divine banner, 
the greateſt human force is of little fignifica- 
tion, and the mightieſt armies are but vain. 

More particularly, to exhibit God's: good- 
neſs towards us, and to inflame our gratitude 
towards him, were we only to conſider the 
happineſs of our ſituation, that we have a 


bealthful climate, as * as fruitful ſeaſons, 


and 


1 


and a moll plentiful ſoil, that abounds with all 


the comforts and conveniencies of life, which 
are ſuch inſtances of infinite goodnefs, as can- 
not fail of exciting the ſublimeſt exultations, 
and conſtraining us to recognize the divine 
munificence, without betraying ſuch a ſpirit of 
diſingenuity, as muſt. argue men guilty of 
the fouleſt ingratitude, who do not ing of 
Ged's leving kindneſs in the morning, and tell of 
his truth in the night ſeaſon. 

But we have farther reaſon to rcjoloe, and 
to cry out, behold the works of God, how un- 
dierfully gracious he is in his doings towards us. 
When we conſider the calamities we are pre- 
ſerved from, and the bleſſings that we ſo am- 
ply poſſeſs, we ſhall find them ſuch excite- 
ments to religious joy, as will cauſe us, with 
holy admiration, publickly to proclaim the 
glorious praiſes of our Creator, and to mag- 
nify his almighty power, ſo ſignally exefted, 
in our defence and preſervation. For, while 
other kingdoms are moſt barbarouſly rayaged, 
and expoſed to the various events, and excru- 
eiating miſeries of a bloody war, while thou · 
ſands fall beſides us, and ten thouſands at our 
right-hand, we are crowned with peace and 
plenty, and enjoy our temporal, and ſpiritual 
bleſſings, in tranquility. 

The confideration of which mercies, were 
we ſenſible of their real worth, would raiſe 
ſuch generous diſpoſitions in our ſouls, that in 
return for theſe unmerited In and the be- 
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nefits God almighty continually loads us with, 
it muſt make our to breaſts glow with thank- 
fulneſs, and our tongues to declare the divine 
benignity, with the warmeſt ſtrains of pious 
gratitude, and the moving eloquence of divine 


love; eſpecially, when we contemplate the 


goodneſs of Providence, which has ſhewn us 
ſuch particular regard, by encompaſſing our 
land, with the ſea, and fortifying it with the 
walls thereof, that we are not ſo liable to 
incurſions, or to be murdered and plundered by 
foreign invaders. 

| God is eternally worthy of our higheſt 
praiſes, and has ſo intereſted himſelf in our 
behalf, that we owe to him the profoundeſt 
reverence, and our moſt unfeigned, and con- 


 Nant ſubmiſſion, to His righteous and holy 


laws. This is the beſt acknowledgment of 
his mercies, and the moſt ſuitable method of 
honouring him, who has ſo wonderfully: pre- 
ſerved us, in not permitting the ſword to 


reach our land, or making our country the 


ſeat of war, when other populae countries are 


flowing with blood, and covered with the 


dead bodies of the lain, we poſſeſs the bleſ- 


ſing and happineſs of peace. So that it may 


be juſtly ſaid of England, that as the bills land 


about Jeruſalem, ſo the Lord ſtandeth round 
about bis people, even ſo has the Almighty en- 
vironed this kingdom, and defended it on all 
ſides by his Providence. 

In this land of ſafety, we live in the PD 
affiuence, and dwell in all poſſible ſecurity ; 


every 


1 
every man fits quietly under his own vine, 
and eats the fruit of his own fig- tree; is liber- 
ally ſupplied by the bounteous hand of hea- 
ven, and enjoys a conſtant ſucceſſion of all 
theſe bleflings, without any hazard of being 
moleſted, or having the courſe of juſtice ob- 
ſtructed. For, while under his preſent Majeſty's 
happy adminiſtration, and under the protection 
of wiſe and good laws, we are in no danger 
of ſuffering by cruel tyrants, or being ſcourged 
by the rod of arbitrary power, nor having our 
dreams interpreted by mercileſs inquiſitors, 
and our actions condemned by thoſe ſacred - 


butchers, who are continual terrors to man- 


kind, and ſevere plagues to ſociety. 

To encreaſe our felicity, and compleat our 
happineſs, the proteſtant religion is not only eſta- 
bliſhed, and protected among us, and the pro- 
feſſion of it publickly countenanced, and en- 
couraged, but we alſo poſſeſs our civil and re- 
ligious rights, with as much freedom as can 
reaſonably be defired by any, who do not aim 
at anarchy, and unlimited licentiouſneſs. Theſe 
privilegesare of ſuch value to mankind, that one 
would imagine, the barely mentioning them, 
were ſufficient to make us diſcover their excel- 
lencies, and to underſtand their uſe and inten- 
tion, which was to awaken the conſciences of 
ſleepy offenders, that ſtupid tranſgreſſors might 
be brought to repentance, by thoſe affecting 
charms of kindneſs, and engaging motives of 


love. | 
Ds Leſt 


1 

Leſt theſe inducements ſhould be diſre- 
garded, and the indulgent methods of heaven 
perverted, 1 ſhall employ the remainder of this 
diſcourſe in perſuading men to abominate the 
filthy practices of fin, and to, obſerve the be- 
nevolent purpoſes of Providence, as the like- 
lieſt expedient to ſecure our liberties, to pre- 
vent the dire effects of Popiſh cruelty, and the 
malicious ſallies of enthuſiaſtical fury. 

By yielding to the ſceptre of divine mercy, 
and avoiding all ſuch maxims as gender ſtrife, 
and foment diviſions *, we ſhall be capable of 
| filencing their clamours, and fruſtrating the 
| | attempts 


* Union will be a wall of defence, which nothing can 
demoliſh, but our inteſtine diviſions. Every age confirms this 
maxim of truth, a kingdem divided againſt itſelf cannot fland, It 
was the differences that were fomented between Ariſtobulus and 
Hircanus, that brought Pompey to Jeruſalem, by whom they 
were made a Roan proyince.. Tae chriſtians loft Pale/tine by 
tneir perpetual feuds, and reproachful diviſious, although it 
was porchaſed at a prodigious exper.ce- of treaſure and blood. 
I need not mention how England ſuftered by domeſtic quarrels, 
and a civil war. It was a maxim, laid down by Cardinal 
Richiicu, that ſubtil politician, and able ſtateſman of his time, 
that England could never be deſtoyed but by herſelf. It has 
ever been the policy of Rome, and of the court of France, to 
diſperſe a great number of Jeſuits, through proteſtant kingdoms 
and ftates, to ſow the ſeeds of diſcord among them, that they 
might, thereby, expoſe their weakneſs, and find an opportu- 
nity to deſtroy them. Wiat the late King William, of bleſſed 
memory, recommended to his parliament, in his laſt excellent 
ſpeech from the throne, I heartily with was engraven upon our 
hearts, and zealouſly preached and practiſed by all proteſtants. 
Let there be nc other diſtinction heard among us, for the fu- 
ture, but of thoſe who, are for the proteſtant religion, and the 
preſent eſtabliſhment; and of thoſe who mean a Popiſb prince, 
and a French government. 8 
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attempts of ſuch daring adverſaries, be enti- 
tled to the peculiar protection of heaven, and 
to the continuance of God's gracious aid, and 
never- failing aſſiſtance. Notwithſtanding the 
oreatneſs of theſe bleſſings, and thole re- 
freſhing ſhowers of divine favour, if we con- 
tinue barren under theſe celeſtial influences, 
or wantonly abuſe the divine beneficence, we, 
for the miſapplication of thoſe mercies, and 
_ neglecting to cultivate the genuine fruits of 


righteouſneſs, ſhall periſh by the hand that 


would have preſerved us, and find the God of 
lite a conſuming fire. 3 „ 
Whatever inferences men may draw from 
infinite goodneſs, ſhould they voluntarily per- 
ſiſt in debauching their rational natures, the 
Almighty, without any impeachment of his 
authority, may come forth, arrayed in terrible 
majeſty, and put his fierce wrath in execution, 
by exerciſing that power in our deſtruction, 
which he ſo viſibly employs in our preſerva- 
tion. To prevent incurring the divine ſeverity, 
we muſt mortify every domineering luſt, and 
acquire an heavenly frame of mind, and ſuch 
an awful ſenſe of God's omnipreſence, as will 
reſtrain the moſt impetuous deſires, that our 
devotion may not end with the day, nor be 
| ſpent in the ſacrifice of our lips, but that the 
reſult of our piety, may manifeſt itſelf in our 
lives, and appear in holineſs and righteouſneſs 
all our days, Since then our ſafety lies in ob- 
ſerving God's commands, we mult not obey 
the rebellious motions of the heart, neither 


muſt 


„„ 
muſt we act ſeditiouſly againſt the King of 
heaven, but vigorouſly labour to obſtruct ma- 
levolent proceedings, and to eſtabliſh peace, and 
unanimity among ourſelves. 


Although we are generally agreed in ſup- 
porting our temporal affairs, we are not ſo 


unanimous in our ſpiritual concerns, but men 
are more aſſiduous about abſtruſe enquiries, 
and being at the head of ſome particular 
ſect, than in purifying their ſinful hearts, or 
ordering their behaviour by the rules of un- 
alterable truth, and invariable goodneſs. Have 
you any regard for your preſent intereſt, or 
future felicity? Let all ſuch hurtful enquiries 
ſubfid: ; and utterly deteſt all ſuch, pernicious 
debates, oY. | 
Were the practical duties of religion urged 
more, and controverfial points meddled with 
leſs, theſe injurious conteſts would quickly 
give way, and an holy emulation ſoon take 
place ; and men, inſtead of cheriſhing the 
feeds of difcord, would be brought to have 
no other contention, except that of ſtriving to 
excel each other in virtue, and in promoting the 
amiable, and laudable principles of compaſſion 
and love. If men are otherwiſe minded, and 
ſo hotly engaged in diſputes, as to neglect their 
main ſupport, they may plunge themſelves 
into ſuch inextricable difficulties, as may oc- 
caſion them to mourn when it is too late, and 
to repent of their perverſeneſs, even in ſackcloth 
and aſhes. Would reaſonable beings enjoy the 
divine friendſhip, and eſcape the deplorable 
| con- 


1 
| conſequences of ſin, they muſt extinguiſh the 
raging flames of ambition, by the cooling 
ſtreams of humility, that they may ſpiritually 
approve themſelves to God, and ſtrenuouſſy 
exert their faculties, in proclaiming God's honour 
and glory. 
| Unleſs our minds are properly armed with 
fortitude, and divinely ſupported with the aux- 
iliaries of heaven, we ſhall not only be worſted 
by our temporal enemies, but be alſo totally 
defeated in our laſt moments, and rendered 
incapable of ſuſtaining that terrible combat. 
Truſt not then to the empty grandeur of hu- 
man life, nor to any of its @pgacious and glit- 2 
tering enjoyments. Could we arrive at the 
pinnacle of earthly glory, or obtain the uni- 
verſal command of this terreſtrial globe, it 
could not profit us in the day of wrath, nor 
be of any ſecurity, againſt the force of itreſiſ- 
tible power. 

Ihe King of terrors is inexorable, and pays 
no more regard to the monarch, than he does 
to the ſlave, but ſeizes indifferently on all, and 
enters the palace of a prince, with as little 
ceremony, as he does the habitation of the 
pooreſt cottager. Trophies of honour will 
not retard the fatal ſtroke, nor the hero's con- 
queſts deliver him from judgment. Grandeur 
and magnificence are but worthleſs cyphers, 
and inſtantly vanquiſh at thoſe awful periods. 

Let us therefore enter a proteſt againſt fin, 
and againſt all the guileful arts of iniquity, that 
\ we may be prepared for that dreadful tribunal, 


Ce where 
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where the boaſted triumphs of the wicked end, 
where all the objects of their pride, and vanity 
-. ceaſe, and where none will have any reaſon to re- 
joice, but ſuch as have acted, under the direc- 
tion of God's wiſe and good Providence, and uſed 
all his diſpenſations, as means to ſanctify their 
natures, to make them more vigilant in em- 
ploying their time, and talents, in forwarding 
the divine purpoſes. Withdraw, then, your 
affections from ſublunary delights, and place 
them entirely upon him, before whom the 
greateſt armies fall, and the mightieſt fleets 
are driven to deſtruction, for if we make God 
the object of our hope, and all our actions to 
center in him, we ſhall be comforted in every 
ſtage of life, be ſupported under the agonizing 
ſorrows of death, and ride with ſafety through 
all the ſtorms of time, be carried with joy and 
gladneſs into the bliſstul regions of eternity. 


Then ſhall we ing the ſong of Moſes, the 
ſervant of God, and the fong of the lamb, ſay- 


God Almighty, juſt and true are thy ways thou 
King of ſaints ; for ever art thou to be praiſed, 
00 15 like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? 
Who is like unto thee, glorious in holineſs, fears 
ful in praiſes, doing wonders ? The Lord is my 
firength and my ſong, the Lord is become my ſal- 
vation; for thou baſt been my defence and refuge, 
in the day of my trouble, Unto thee, O my © 
Rrength, will I ng; for thau, O God, art my 

refuge, and thy merciful God, 

FI z R E- 


ing, great and marvellous are thy works, Lord _ 
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N whatever part of this Aiſcourſe mention is made of 
the divine interpoſition, or the ſignal marks of divine 
favour towards us, 1 do not thereby ſuppoſe, the Deity 
acts from partial regards, or that he forces the order of 
the creation, or recedes from his original determinations, 
But what God does in any particular caſe, or by a parti- 
cular diſpenſation, he does agreeable to the tenor of his 
providence, and to the general courſe of things; with- 
out any violence to the eſtabliſhed laws of nature, or 
reſtraint upon the liberty of moral agents. It would 
be abſurd to imagine, that God acts relatively to parti- 
cular peiſons, or againſt the general deſign of his pro- 
vidence, or in any ſuch manner, as betrays partiality in 
dis favour, cruelty in his judgments, and arbitrarineſs in 
his proceedings, which are directly opp to the be · 
nign temper of him, who maketh his ſun to riſe on the 
evil, and the good, and cauſeth his rain to fall, on the juſt, . 
and the unjuſt, The equality of God's dealings witli 
his creatures is certainly relative to their whole exiſ- 
tence, and therefore cannot be meaſured by any tempo- 2 
rary methods, which infinite wiſdom ſhall make choice ©: 
of, in conducting, and promoting, his grand defign. It 
is objected, that God, in chooſing the Jewiſb nation, 
and beſtowing ſuch extraordinary priviledges upon that 
people, ſeems to act repugnant to his general plan, and 
to that declaration of mercy, which expreſsly declares, 
that God is no reſpecter of perſons. The 1ſraehtes were 
God's choſen people, not from any particular regard 
to them, but in order to anſwer the wiſe ends, and ge- 
nerous purpoſes, of his providence z v ..ich are full of 
E love 
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love and overflowing benevolence. The religious, 
and ſagacious Mr. Lock, in his expoſition on the 
ninth of the Romans, ſufficiently vindicates the divine 
proceedings, and clears the Almighty of partiality and 
injuſtice. For he underſtands what 1s ſaid of the pot- 
ter, who has prover to make one veſſel to honour, and 
another to diſbonour, out of the ſame Jump of clay, 
to refer to men nationally, and not perſonally, or with 
| reference to their {eternal ſtate, but to that right God 
has of exalting one nation, or deprefling another, ac 
cording to his good pleaſure, and to the deſerts and de- 
merits of kingdoms. There 1s another amazing in- 
ſtance of divine providence, that is liable to the ſame 
objection, was it not partiality in the ſupreme Being, 
to diſtreſs the greater part of mankind, and to put them 
under the Roman government ? The Romans, conſidered 
in a religious view, cannot be entitled to this prehemi- _ 
nence. They were as criminal as the reſt of mankind. - 
What could there be in the character of thoſe robbers, 
and murderers of their own ſpecies,{that ſhould procure 
them univerſal empire, They were indeed remarkable for 
their valour, and love of liberty, but they were alſo re- 
markable for their perfidiouſneſs, for their groſs idola- 
tries, and horrid cruelties. But why God ſhould permit 
ſuch bloody tyrants to reign, or perſons ſo appoſite to 
his infinite goodneſs, to purſue their horrid brutalities, 
and not totally defeat their deſtructive ſchemes, may be 
one of the ſecrets of provideuce, and what we are un- 
able to account for, without conſidering them as inſtru- 
ments in the hands of God, and the means of ſcourging 
a ſinful people, and therefore, the light in which we 
ſhould view them, ought to be this, that the unmerited 
glory to which they were advanced, was the ſtupen- 
dous work of divine providence, for accompliſhing its 
| EY gracious 
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gracious deſigns, and not any- affect of partiality towards 
that people. Whatever inequality may ſeemingly ap- 
pear in particular providences, that inequality is greatly 
removed, and thoſe providences accounted for, by con- 
ſidering them as parts of the general plan, and calcula- 
ted to promote the good of the whole, and of each indi- 
vidual, Something like this, if not wholly agreeable to 
it, Mr. Wollaſlon uſes as an argument to reconcile the 
ſcheme of particular providences, to the general ſyſtem 
of nature, by ſuppoſing, that ſuch laws of nature, and ſuch 
a ſeries of cauſes and effects, may be originally deſigned, 
that not only general proviſions may be made, for the 
ſeveral ſpecies of beings, but even particular caſes, at 
leaſt, many of them may be alſo provided for, without 
innovations, or alterations, in the order of nature. This 
excellent author urges the matter ſtill further, by drawing 
arguments from the planets, and bigger parts of the 

world, which are diſpoſed into ſuch places, and orders, 
as make a noble ſyſtem, without having their natural 
powers of attraction, or any of the laws of motion re- 
| ſtrained, or altered; ſays, that it is poſſible, men, whoſe 
natures, and actions, are foreknown, may be introduced 
into the world, in ſuch times, and places, and other cir- 
cumſtances, as that their acts, and behaviour, may not 


only coincide with the general plan, but alſo anſwer 


many private Caſes too. See religion of nature delineated, 
p. 103, 104. 
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